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Benefits of the Programs
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Stakeholders from all four
schools iden fy that the pro‐
grams are a success. Teachers
within the programs say they
can see students achieving
outcomes alongside fantas c
language development. Par‐
ents say they see their children
really enjoying the learning in
the bilingual programs. They
see their children taking pride
in their learning and
a emp ng to teach them and
any siblings the language they
are learning.
Children in the program them‐
selves express joy when de‐
scribing the learning in their
bilingual lessons. They speciﬁ‐
cally talk about enjoying hands‐
on learning, singing, being
crea ve, and enjoy the teach‐
ers’ personali es.
The children don’t see what

they do as any diﬀer‐
ent to what other chil‐
dren do at school—
they don’t have a con‐
cept that this is not a
typical learning experi‐
ence in a NSW primary
school .
Rather they know that they are
challenged in the classes and
show pride in their achieve‐
ments. Children were keen to
share their work readily with
the visi ng researchers to sing
songs without any promp ng,
and to describe what they like
about their lessons.
Department curriculum oﬃcers
believe the programs are a
great success. They feel that
the students’ outcomes and
achievements as the program
progresses will be evidence
itself of the success of the pro‐
gram.

The principals and Execu ve in
each school are proud of their
school’s achievements and
believe the programs oﬀer
children an enhanced experi‐
ence in the school.
One teacher said: “The ﬂuency
of the infant pupils under the
bilingual program far surpasses
that of the Yr 6 students who
have learnt LOTE language 1
day/week for the past 6 years”

Challenges to Implementation
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The stakeholders in the bilin‐
gual programs iden ﬁed the
challenges they had encoun‐
tered in implemen ng a pro‐
gram model given to them to
implement in a rela vely short
meframe.
Key challenges were iden ﬁed
as:
Finding suitably qualiﬁed or
trained teachers

Finding suitable professional

development for teachers in
the program or joining the
program as it is expanded
through the school.
Finding suitable language
assistants
Developing resources that
are age and content appro‐
priate
Ensuring the ongoing viability
of the program

PAGE 2

BILINGUAL PROGRAMS

Rouse Hill Public School
Rouse Hill is a large primary school
(1000+ students) in the outer west‐
ern suburbs of Sydney. The addi‐
onal language in this curriculum is
Chinese. Due to the size of the
school there are a number of clas‐
ses per year group. There are 6
kindergarten classes, three of

which par cipate in the bilingual
program. There are three bilingual
teachers.
The school also has links with The
University of Western Sydney
where enrolled Master of Educa‐
on postgraduate coursework stu‐
dents provide assistance as lan‐
guage teacher assistants (student
teachers and teachers from Ning‐
bo, China) each year.

Campsie Public School
Campsie is a medium/ large school
in the inner‐west of Sydney. The
addi onal language in this curricu‐
lum is Korean. Campsie Public
School is located in a mul cultural
area where there is a community of
Korean speakers.
There is one bilingual teacher, and
two classroom teachers with Kore‐
an heritage family background, all
of whom are currently undertaking
professional development to be‐

come qualiﬁed Korean teachers.
The Deputy Principal is also under‐
going the same professional devel‐
opment as a non‐background
speaker of Korean.
There is also a parent assistant who
comes to the school for two days a
week, assis ng with resource mak‐
ing and in class. The program runs
with two classes per year group.

Scotts Head Public School
Sco s Head is a small regional pri‐
mary school. The addi onal lan‐
guage in this curriculum is Indone‐
sian. At the me of data collec on
there were around 80 students in
the school. The classes are taught
in a composite way (K/1/2 ; 3/4;
and 5/6). Due to the small class
sizes the bilingual program has
been implemented up to and in‐
cluding the Year 3‐4 composite
class by 2012. The school also pro‐

vide as much Indonesian language
instruc on as possible for the year
5‐6 group because there was a de‐
mand to include that group in Indo‐
nesian learning enjoyed by all of
the younger year groups. The
school has one bilingual teacher.
They also have a parent assistant
who assists the bilingual teacher.
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Murray Farm Public School
Murray Farm is a rela vely large
primary school in Sydney’s
North‐West. The addi onal lan‐
guage in this curriculum is Japa‐
nese. The school ini ally ran the
bilingual program with demand
for 3 Kindergarten classes (out
of a total of 5 Kindergarten clas‐
ses) and two Year 1 classes (out
of four). In the second year of
implementa on that was scaled
back to two (of a total of six)

Kindergarten classes. There
were two Year 1, and two Year 2
classes as implementa on pro‐
gressed. In 2012 the school be‐
gan with Year 3 implementa‐
on. The program began in the
ﬁrst two years with two bilin‐
gual teachers, which has now
increased to three. In the ﬁrst
two years, the Japan Founda‐
on provided a volunteer teach‐
ing assistant.

What is needed into the future for these programs?
The DEC oﬃcers supported the
informa on gathered from teach‐
ers, execu ve and parents that
indicated ongoing funding as the
ﬁrst key requirement for the ongo‐
ing success of these programs.

bilingual teachers was acknowl‐
edged with an understanding that
they had all gone beyond their nor‐
mal workload in preparing engag‐
ing lessons, materials and programs
for the students in their classes.

Another key factor for the ongoing
success of the programs is con nui‐
ty of staﬃng with execu ve, princi‐
pals and teachers within the pro‐
grams who are dedicated to the
success of the programs in their
schools.

The DEC oﬃcers believe that the
children themselves will be a testa‐
ment to the success of the pro‐
grams as they reach year six and
move on to high school language
learning. Their achievements will
oﬀer illustra ons of how the pro‐
gram can succeed.

The immense eﬀort made by the

“watching
kindergarten have a
chat about the
weather and what
they’d eat in
Indonesian is
absolutely stunning.”
DEC Oﬃcer

Promoting the programs more widely
Caption
describing
picture or
graphic.

It has been acknowledged by stake‐
holders throughout the programs that
ongoing success and support for the
programs requires wider dissemina on
and celebra on of the work being un‐
dertaken in these programs.
Media support, local community sup‐
port and whole‐school support are all
required for the programs to be seen as
achieving not only the “regular” school
outcomes, but an addi onal outcome
of sustained language learning beyond

what is possible in a one‐hour a week
language program.
It was also acknowledged that more
could be done within the schools to
ensure a whole school approach to the
programs.
Teachers not involved in the program
could observe and take part in lessons
in the program and vice versa to devel‐
op more cross program understanding.
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This quarterly Newsle er is produced as an update on the progress of
our research on the bilingual programs in four NSW primary schools
since 2010. The researchers have been awarded compe ve Faculty
research funds of $21K for the comple on of the ﬁrst stage of the re‐
search in 2011/2012. This Newsle er reports on the benchmark data
captured during the ini al years of implementa on of the programs.
Research Team
A/Prof Lesley Harbon and Dr Ruth Fielding are researchers at the Fac‐
ulty of Educa on and Social Work at the University of Sydney. They
both have research backgrounds in bilingual educa on, language
teacher educa on and second language learning and teaching.
A/Prof Harbon also specializes in intercultural language educa on and
short‐term interna onal experiences (STIE). Dr Fielding also specializes
in bilingual iden ty and language and literacy issues for bilingual chil‐
dren.
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This research was made possible by a Faculty Research Grant from the
Faculty of Educa on and Social Work, University of Sydney.
The research would also not have been possible without the support
and assistance of the teachers, principals and staﬀ at each of the four
schools, in addi on to the languages specialists at the DEC CLI.

Engaged learners involved in the bilingual program

